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Learning Outcomes

Factors to consider when choosing school subjects.

The relationship between school subjects and career goals.

A decision making process for choosing school subjects.

The information in this career resource will develop your knowledge of:
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Choosing school subjects is usually one of the first career decisions

that school students make. Your school subject choices can influence

your early career so they should be chosen carefully. This resource will

give you some tips for choosing school subjects.

The Importance of Your 
School Subject Choices
School subject choices are career decisions because your school

subjects, particularly in the senior secondary years, can have an impact

on the course and career options available to you in the first stage of

your career after leaving school. For example, deciding to drop Science

in the senior secondary years may preclude direct entry into bachelor

degree courses in many health and medical sciences, engineering, and

other science disciplines.

Choosing your subjects wisely can help you to achieve your career

goals. For example, choosing a vocational education and training

subject related to your career goal may help you to gain an Australian

Apprenticeship in your preferred industry and give you a head start in

your training.
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Factors to Consider When
Choosing School Subjects

2. Likelihood of success in the subject. It is important to plan your

subjects so that you can achieve the best possible results, as this will

keep more options open in the future. Some students may need to study a

foundation subject to prepare for achieving success in a related higher-

level subject.

3. Having a balanced academic programme. Studying subjects in a range

of knowledge areas will help you to:

6. Choosing school subjects to gain an insight into different learning

areas.

Factors to consider when making decisions about school subjects include:  

1. Enjoyment of the subject. You are more likely to do well academically

when you enjoy the subjects you are studying.

 4. Studying prerequisite or assumed knowledge subjects for a desired

post-school course. This is important if post-school courses you hope to

gain entry into require that you have passed specific school subjects. 

5. Choosing school subjects related to your career ideas. This helps you

to:
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Keep options for the future open.
Discover what fields of knowledge you are passionate about.
Learn about your subject strengths.

 

Confirm your career idea. 
Give you an understanding of what might be involved in post-school
courses that provide preparation for your career idea.
Help you get an Australian Apprenticeship or Traineeship.

3

http://www.growcareers.com.au/
http://www.growcareers.com.au/
http://www.growcareers.com.au/


CHOOSING SCHOOL SUBJECTS growcareers.com.au

The Relationship Between School
Subjects and Career Goals
Choosing your school subjects with your career goals in mind is

complex, as you may change career preferences a number of times

during your secondary school years. School subjects that develop

employability skills such as literacy and communication, teamwork and

collaboration, digital technology skills, numeracy and mathematics

span many different career options. Including school subjects that build

employability skills can safeguard you when you change your career

ideas and as the world of work changes. 

Subject Choices in the Middle or
Lower Secondary Years

Fortunately, it is usually mandatory for students in the middle or lower

secondary years of school education to study English, Mathematics and

Science subjects. These subjects are required for entry into many post-

school courses as well as for entry into Australian Apprenticeships.

This means that during the middle and lower secondary years, these

mandatory subjects will keep your post-school options open.

Some elective school subjects chosen in the middle and secondary

years may be helpful for your future.  For example studying elective

subjects in visual or performing arts may help you to build the skills to

gain entry into post-school TAFE, university or private college creative

courses. Similarly, studying school subjects related to an

apprenticeship of interest may help you demonstrate your commitment

to your preferred apprenticeship occupation, e.g., studying Woodwork

subjects may help you demonstrate a commitment to a carpentry

apprenticeship, or studying Food subjects may help you show a

commitment to a Cookery apprenticeship.
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Subject Choices in the Senior Secondary Years

That are prerequisites or assumed knowledge for courses you wish to apply for.

To provide a foundation for your university, TAFE or a private college course. For example,

Biology is not usually a prerequisite for entry into Medicine, but it may be helpful when studying

medicine at university.

To sample a particular career field. For example, Accounting is not a prerequisite subject for a

business or commerce degree but it will give an idea of what it might be like to study some

aspects of Accounting at TAFE, university or at a private college.

To enhance employment prospects. For example, studying a Vocational Education and Training

Course related to an Australian Apprenticeship career goal may improve the likelihood of

securing an apprenticeship.

In the final years of secondary education you may wish to consider choosing school subjects:

Decision Making Processes

Subjects you can study in later years at school.

Entry into some post-school courses you can do immediately after Year 12.

Entry into some occupations, e.g., many apprenticeships require a certain level of Maths.

Choosing subjects or courses at school is a career decision because the subjects you choose and

your results in them can sometimes influence:
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You can use the career decision making cycle

described in the resource How To Make Career

Decisions as a guide to help you to make

decisions about what school subjects or courses

to choose for next year.
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Additional Resources
www.growcareers.com.au/index.php?id=128
www.myfuture.edu.au/career-articles/details/how-
to-select-senior-school-subjects
www.jobjumpstart.gov.au/article/choosing-
subjects-prepare-your-post-school-studies

1.
2.

3.

Grow Careers
Read the tips for

planning your school
subjects

Job Jumpstart
Read the article

'Choosing subjects
to prepare for your

post school
subjects'

myfuture
How to select 
senior school

subjects

What To Read Next

How to explore occupations.
How to explore post school courses.
How to Make Career Decisions.

1.
2.
3.

Copyright © Grow Careers 2021. This Choosing School Subjects resource was purchased by Lesmurdie Senior High
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